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1) Character of Henry VIII 
Henry VIII succeeded to the throne in April 1509, 2 months before his 18th birthday. In the 7 years 
since the death of his elder brother, Arthur, he had been well educated for the role of King. He was 
well read and introduced to humanist ideas during his childhood. He was charming and agreeable and 
produce a positive first impression on people.  

The manner of Henry VIII succession displays astuteness and ruthlessness as the new king. The death 
of Henry VIII was concealed for 2 days while Prince Henry and some of the old Kings councillors secure 
his position. Richard Fox ,Thomas Lovell and Richard Western established themselves in power and 
arrange the imprisonment of Dudley and Empson on the first day of the new reign. This is an extremely 
popular move which seemed to symbolise the end of the old days of ruling often linked to the later years 
of Henry VII.  

Henry VIII way of ruling was very different from his father's. For example he lacks a strong work 
ethic, enjoying courtly activities such as sports, hunting and tournaments. As well as this, he had little 
interest in the daily business of government but he could act decisively when he needed to.  Unlike his 
father, he relied heavily on other members of his council and, at times a, chief minister (Wolsey or 
Cromwell). 

He also exhibited certain characteristics such as ruthlessness and cynicism. He often displayed the 
signs of insecurity as demonstrated by his willingness to resort to execution for treason often on flimsy 
excuses. He was very often impulsive, especially including the speed in which he married Catherine of 
Aragon, his later marriages to Anne of Cleaves and Catherine Howard, and his decision to execute 
Thomas Cromwell, all of which he later regretted. In addition to this Henry very often didn't think 
about the consequences of his actions. This is shown with the wars with France and other elements of 
his expensive foreign policy.  

Henry believe in his own divine right to rule and conformed to the practices of the Catholic church to 
begin with.  

2) The Legacy of Henry VII  

Henry VII’s main Legacy to his son was a surplus of funds for the Royal Crown. 
This is shown by Henry VII leaving around £300,000 to his son in 1509. He also 
bequeathed a Peaceful Kingdom, in which the nobility had been checked, and the 
Tudor Dynasty secured.  

Although some of Henry VIIs methods of Raising revenue had been unpopular, 
Henry VIII inherited a peaceful foreign policy, efficient government that had 
helped to provide stability, and a welcomed respite after the War of the Roses. 
Overall in 1509 Henry VIII established a secure throne that was 
financially stable and well established Kingdom.  

3) The aims of Henry VIII’s government 

Henry VIII’s early aims related to establishing himself and 
preserving the best of what his father had left him when making a 
new courses King. Once his position was consolidated his aims 
became less clear. Although always eager to pursue glory and 
secure the succession to the throne, he showed little interest in 
policymaking except when it affected him personally. This is 
especially shown with the likes of the amicable Grant in 1525 and 
policies during the end of his reign.  

It was always particularly clear throughout Henry VIII’s reign he 
was focused on war, glory, taking back land lost from France and 
becoming a key player in European diplomacy.  

Effects of his reign such as the growing importance of Parliament, 
the deconstruction of much of the traditional religion and the 
plundering of church wealth arose from circumstances and were 
not the result of a clear set of policies/aims set out by Henry 
VIII during the start of his reign.   4) Henry VIII’s initial aims and actions.  

Aims. Actions to achieve this. 
Dismantle unpopular aspects of his 
father’s legacy, while maintaining 
stable as king.  

 Empson and Dudley were executed for treason.  

 Council Learning was abolished (Jan 1510) 

 Many unpopular bonds in place with the nobility and gentry were cancelled. 

Establish his status among European 
monarchs through marriage and the 
dynasty (by providing an heir) 

 Honours the treaty of Medina del Campo and married Catherine of Aragon in June 
1509.  

Gain support from the nobility whilst 
preserving a strong government.  

 Nobles’ sons became Henry’s personal companions in sport, leisure and war.  

 Continued to limit the nobility’s political influence in court (e.g allowed Wolsey to 
dominate politics as chief minister). 

Establish himself as a warrior king 
through success in battle.  

 Pursued military glory through war with France in 1512-1514.  



1) To what extent did Henry VIII inherit a 
stable and secure throne from his father?   

 

2) How successful was Henry VIII in establishing 
himself as king in 1509?   

 

3)To what extent did Henry VIII successfully 
achieve his initial aims as king?   

 

‘Despite their differences in approach, Henry VII and Henry VIII shared the same political aims’. Assess the Validity of this view.  
Valid Not Valid. 

Overall Judgement:  
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